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The cha l leng ing
terrain at
White Grizzly's
cat-ski ing
operation is
reserved for

be

powder purists
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DIAL P FOR POWDER

WHITE GRIZZTY ADVENTURES, MEADOW CREEK, B.C.
www.wh ite g rizzly. c om, 250/366-4306

Suggested prime season package: 6 days/$2,750

Vert ical :  30,500 vert ical  metres guaranteed ( the same as hel i -sk i

operators,  Karaf i l  Points out)

Unique features: aimed primarily at expert skiers; only takes one

group (12 skiers)  per week;  g lades and north/east- facing aspect

keeps snow in pr ime condi t ion.

GREAT NORTHERN SNOWCAT SKIING. TROUT LAKE, B.C.

www.g re atno rthernsnowc at.com, 800/889-0765

Suggested prime season package: $600 per day

Vertical: 3,700-5,800 metres Per daY

Unique features: quick 20-minute cat ride after each run;

80 square km of  terra in;  h igh percentage of  repeat c l ientele '

ISLAND IAKE LODGE, FERNIE, B.C.

www.isla nd la ke lod g e. com, B88l 422-87 54

Vert ical :  var ies,  depending on condi t ions and package

Unique features:  has recent ly  purchased Powder Cowboy

Snowcat Skiing to offer more terrain/diversity; operates three

snowcats;  36 skiers per week;  pr ime weeks sel l  out  quickly '

SELKIRK WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE, MEADOW CREEK, B.C.

www.se lkirkwild e rn ess. com, 2501366-4424

Suggested prime season package: 5 days' skiing/6 nights'

accommodat ion,  $3,475 Plus tax

Vertical: up to 5,500 vertical metres per day

Unique features: the oldest cat-skiing operatlon in western

Canada; has some mel low terra in for  less-exper ienced skiers.

MONASHEE POWDER ADVENTURES, CHASE, B.C.

www.mon ashee powde r.com, 888/353-8877

Suggested prime season package: $500 per day

Unique features: remote location; a true 
"backcountry

wi lderness" lodge that  requires snowmobi le access'

r,i cAT PoWDER SKllNG, REVELSToKE, B.C.

F www.catpowder.com,800/991-4455

# - Suggested prime season package: varies-spring day

W packages can be had for  as l i t t le  as $300 per day;  unique

long-term mult i -year program protects against  pr ice

increases in the future.

Vert ical :  610-1,830 vert ical  metres per run ( longest  run is

the ski -out  to the base of  the area)

Unique features: skiers stay at the full-service Powder Springs

Inn based in r ip-roar in '  Revelstoke;  sk i ing occurs on s lopes

above Powder Spr ings Resort .

BATDFACE POWDER SKIING, NEISON, B.C.

www.baldf a ce. net, 250/352-0006

Suggested prime season package: $550-$600 per day

Vertical: 3.700-4,300 metres of vertical per day

Unique features: skiers stay in Nelson, take a r ide

across Kootenav Lake and then board a

commencing ski ing

When asked what White Gr izz ly adds to the menu of  western Canadian ski ing,

Brad Karaf i l  says,  "Steep,  deep and t rees."  These three words wi l l  send

prospect ive c l ients e i ther throwing down their  p last ic ,  saying "This had bet ter

be goodl"  or  running of f  to Big White for  a more mel low ski ing exper ience,
" l f  you have to ask i f  you can handle i t ,  then you l ikely can' t "  is  Karaf i l 's  at t i tude.

And i f  that  isn ' t  no-bul lshi t  in  a snowsports wor ld where intermediate runs are

rout inely awarded black-diamond status,  I  don' t  know what is .

I 've always fe l t  that  t ree ski ing is  equal  parts Zen and adrenal ine,  co-exist ing

peaceful ly  in terra in that  can be t ru ly int imidat ing.  The beauty of  t ree ski ing is

that  a l though you may work the same th icket  of  t rees for  a hal f -dozen runs,  these

l ines never get  bor ing.  There are always new spaces to explore wi th spl i t -second

t iming.  Does i t  c lose out ,  or  not? To ski  fast  yet  in contro l ,  ducking under boughs

groaning under a hal f -metre of  f resh powder,  swerving around th ick t ree t runks,

launching of f  submerged stumps, sk i ing through giant  stands of  Douglas f i l

western red cedar,  mountain hemlock and Engelmann spruce where openings

magical ly  appear just  where you want them at  the very moment your brain is

sc reaming  
"BA lL l "

Snow in the high alp ine might  be f ick le.  What looks l ike knee-deep f luf f  might

be the worst  windpack imaginable.  And, of  course,  there 's the safety factor '

Though point- re lease avalanches can occur in the t rees,  a huge Class Four

boomer is  unl ikely,  unless you're ski ing below an ominous face.  The best  part  is

that  in more than 30 years of  t ree ski ing,  l 've seldom skied snow in open terra in

that 's  even c lose to being as deep as i t  is  in the t rees.

St i l l ,  i t 's  pret ty d i f f icul t  to screen out  cal ls  over the phone, especia l ly  when

prospect ive c l ients are pumped f rom perusing White Gr izz ly 's  websi te or  reading

stor ies in magazines.  "We' l l  send people over to Selk i rk Wi lderness,  or  te l l  them

to hone their  technique at  Fernie,  Red Mountain or  Whitewater before coming

here.  In fact .  that  would almost  be the ideal  s i tuat ion,  for  somebody to warm up

with a few days at  one of  those other mountains where you can get  excel lent  l i f t -

accessed powder ski ing,  and then come to White Gr izz ly for  a three-day package

to t ry us out ."

Short of renting a private A-Star helicopter and a guide for a week, White Grizzly

certa in ly of fers the most demanding guided ski ing that  I 've ever exper ienced'

Those looking to carve wide-open turns in the alp ine wi l l  have to look elsewhere;

there are some tremendous bowls on both s ides of  the val ley,  but  Karaf i l 's  cats

don' t  go above the t rees.  Merci fu l ly ,  some gorgeous bowls wi th rewarding pi tch

al low skiers and r iders to b last  a long unchecked, wi th p lenty of  opportuni t ies for

ai r - t ime over submerged boulders and stumps wi th p i l low-sof t  landings always

wai t ing upon touchdown.

The landings aren' t  the only th ing that 's  sof t  at  Whi te Gr izz ly.  Though the ski ing

is hard-core,  the rest  of  the White Gr izz ly exper ience certa in ly isn ' t .  The food is

hearty and creat ive,  and the lodge is so damned cosy that  you're yearning to turn

in  an  hour  o r  so  pas t  d inner t ime .

ln order for  their  business to thr ive,  and to spend their  winters doing what

they love most (Brad admits that  " l  need these skiers to help support  my powder

ski ing habi t l " ) ,  the Karaf i ls  need 200 strong,  expert  sk iers to v is i t  their  remote

cat-ski ing operat ion each winter .  Stat is t ics show that  last  season there were more

than  85  m i l l i on  sk ie r -v i s i t s  i n  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  and  tha t  more  than  15  m i l l i on  peop le

on th is cont inent  a lone are skiers or  snowboarders.  This would seem l ike pret ty

good odds.

But that 's  l ike saying that  there are 30 mi l l ion North Americans who play s lo-

pi tch or  basebal l .  And only one Barry Bonds.  Karaf i l  says,  "We're there to ensure

the qual i ty  of  exper ience for  the best  sk iers,  We do not  want to have people

slowed down by others who can' t  handle the condi t ions."  In four seasons of

operat ion,  they have sent  several  sk iers to other nearby l i f t  areas in an at tempt to

keep the advanced skiers sat is f ied 
"and to salvage their  vacat ion,  too.  Nobody

: i i ,  enjoys being in over h is head."

The best  are def in i te ly out  there,  though. Young, aggressive,  hard-charging

skiers whose home mountains might  be Alpental ,  near Seatt le,  or  Le Massi f ,

outs ide of  Ouebec Ci ty.  Telemarkers who r ip i t  up on hut-based t r ips in the Selk i rks

and Canadian Rockies.  Snowboarders f rom damned near anywhere.  They might

be young at  heart ,  l ike Roy,  a ret i red investment banker.  Or how about a guy who

rents a house at  nearby Red Mountain and skis 80 days a year,  and comes up to

,-  Whi te Gr izz when the powder 's p layed out  at  h is home mountain? That 's  the k ind
* '& 

of  rugged, conf ident  sk ier  that  the White Gr izz ly exper ience caters to.  f f i
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